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USA
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Presidential Memoranda
National Security Presidential Memorandum, National Security & Defense 
Issued on April 4, 2017

• The National Security Council (National Security Act of 1947):
• to advise the President on the integration of domestic, foreign, and military 

policies relating to national security

• The Homeland Security Council (Homeland Security Act of 2002):
• to advise the President on homeland security

• There is a single NCS staff that serves both the NSC and HSC
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The playbook
(s)
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DHS National Planning Frameworks

• Prevention

• Protection

• Mitigation

• Response

• Recovery

• Scalable

• Flexible

• Adaptable
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National Security Strategy 4 pillars

• Preserve peace through strength

• Protect the homeland, the American people, and American way of life

• Promote American prosperity

• Advance American influence
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Instruments of national power

• Diplomatic

• Information

• Military

• Economic
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The playing field
4+1
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Top emerging national security threats
3 Jan 2019 

4 broad categories:  Adversaries’ political & military advancements, dual-use 
technologies, weapons, events & demographic changes

• Chinese and Russian Global Expansion 
and Power Projection

• Iranian and North Korean Military and 
Political Capability Developments

• Foreign Governments’ Instability and 
Reduced Military Readiness

• Terrorism and Rise of New Non-State 
Adversaries

• Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
Autonomous and Unmanned Systems, 
Biotechnology, and other Emerging 
Technologies

• Weapons of Mass Destruction and 
Cyber Weapons Proliferation

• Climate Change, Increased Migration, 
and Spread of Infectious Diseases

Julia West
Government Accountability Office - US 11
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Saudi oil attack is the big one
15 Sept 2019

Saturday’s attack on a critical Saudi oil facility will almost certainly rock the world 
energy market in the short term, but it also carries disturbing long-term 
implications. The facility in question at Abqaiq is perhaps more critical and 
vulnerable than the pipelines and ports. The Wall Street Journal reported that 5.7 
million barrels a day of output, or some 5% of world supply, had been taken offline 
as a result. To illustrate the importance of Abqaiq in the oil market’s consciousness, 
an unsuccessful terrorist attack in 2006 using explosive-laden vehicles sent oil 
prices more than $2.00 a barrel higher.

U.S. officials blamed Iran and U.S. and Saudi officials were investigating the 
possibility that another Iranian-backed group carried out all or part of the attack 
using cruise missiles launched from Iraq. Iranian officials on Sunday denied 
responsibility for the attacks.

Spencer Jakab
The Wall Street Journal - US 13
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Russia Key Facts
Sept 2019

Europe's energy security relies heavily on Russia's gas and oil pipeline network. 
Russia is the world's second largest oil exporter after Saudi Arabia, and the world's 
largest gas exporter.

Neighbouring countries that 'host' the pipelines generally get to keep some, but 
Russia has asked some of them - most notably Ukraine - to pay global market 
prices, triggering angry responses.

It is now building a major new pipeline across the Baltic Sea, which will bypass 
transit countries and provide direct access to the EU.

BBC News - UK
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ASP Briefing Note:  The Ukraine crisis and the geopolitics of energy
6 MARCH 2014 

The United States will only be able to export Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) on a large 
scale once the infrastructure requirements are approved and built. Because the 
U.S. government does not own energy companies, it cannot direct energy exports 
for geopolitical reasons: companies will export to where they can make profits. This 
means the U.S. cannot and should not respond to Russia with its own “energy 
weapon.” Permitting new LNG exports from the U.S. will further encourage the 
development of open global markets for gas – providing leverage against Russia.  
The U.S. benefits from open, competitive global markets for energy – and its policy 
should be to foster and protect free markets.

Andrew Holland
American Security Project - Europe 18



1

19



Beware of Russia’s “Creeping Annexation” of Georgia
1 Mar 2018

On August 7, 2008 while the world was fixated on the Beijing Summer Olympics, 
Russia invaded Georgia. Moscow paired a sophisticated cyber-attack that 
weakened Georgia’s internal systems, with a conventional invasion force. The 
situation in the two regions remains tense. 

Alexis Mrachek
The National Interest - US 20
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Putin Reclaims Crimea for Russia and Bitterly Denounces the West
18 MARCH 2014 

Russian special operations troops had seized control of strategic locations across 
Crimea, while the regional authorities moved to declare independence and 
schedule a referendum on joining Russia. 

Putin moved quickly to recognize its result, which he called ‘more than convincing’ 
with nearly 97 percent of voters in favor of seceding from Ukraine. . . he signed a 
treaty of accession to make Crimea and the city of Sevastopol the 84th and 85th 
regions of the Russian Federation.

It remained unclear how far the West was willing to go to punish Mr. Putin.

Steven Lee Myers and Ellen Barry
NY Times Europe 22
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Crimea profile
21 April 2016

Sevastopol - the main base for 
Russia's Black Sea Fleet - gives 
the Russian navy access to the 
Mediterranean 

BBC news Europe
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Taiwan
Hong Kong

Malacca 
Straight
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How much trade transits the South China Sea?
2016

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) estimates 
that roughly 80% of global trade by volume is transported by sea. Of that, 60% of 
maritime trade passes through Asia, with the South China Sea carrying an 
estimated 1/3 of global shipping. Its waters are particularly critical for China, 
Taiwan, Japan, and South Korea, all of which rely on the Strait of Malacca, which 
connects the South China Sea and, by extension, the Pacific Ocean with the Indian 
Ocean. As the second-largest economy in the world with over 60% of its trade in 
value traveling by sea, China’s economic security is closely tied to the South China 
Sea.

The Center for Strategic & International Studies-
Washington DC
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The South China Sea in strategic terms
14 May 2019

U.S. interests in the South China Sea fall into three broad categories including: (1) 
Economic interests tied to the sea-lanes (2) Defense ties with allies and other 
security partners and (3) Implications for the global balance of power and 
influence.

These sea-lanes are a vital military artery for the US Seventh Fleet.  America has 
formal security alliances with five Asian countries: Japan, South Korea, the 
Philippines, Thailand, and Australia. In addition, the United States has affirmed 
some responsibility for the defense of Taiwan and has close security ties with 
Singapore and New Zealand.

Marvin Ott
Asia Dispatches/The Wilson Institute - US 28



The South China Sea in strategic terms
14 May 2019

The most important and least tangible stake in the South China Sea is the 
preservation of a regional “rules-based” order with respect for international law, 
preservation of the real sovereign independence of regional states, a refusal to 
legitimate unilateral territorial expansion, and the unconditional acceptance of the 
sea-lanes as a global commons. Protection of marine habitat against wanton, 
unnecessary despoliation are also essential. The South China Sea is the immediate 
arena where two alternative geopolitical paradigms are contesting for 
supremacy. The outcome of that contest will profoundly influence, if not shape, 
the 21st century world.

Marvin Ott
Asia Dispatches/The Wilson Institute - US 29



The Economist explains What is China’s belt and road initiative?
15 May 2017

Xi Jinping welcomed 28 heads of state to Beijing to celebrate the “Belt and Road” 
initiative, his most ambitious foreign policy. . . billions of dollars of infrastructure 
investment in countries along the old Silk Road linking it with Europe.  The forum 
has attracted the largest number of foreign dignitaries to Beijing since the Olympic 
Games in 2008. Yet few European leaders are showing up. What are the 
implications and is the West right to be sanguine?

JP
The Economist - Beijing 30
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The Economist explains What is China’s belt and road initiative?
15 May 2017

The Belt and Road Forum is the second set-piece event this year at which Mr Xi will 
lay out China’s claim to global leadership. Its ultimate aim is to make Eurasia 
(dominated by China) an economic and trading area to rival the transatlantic one 
(dominated by America).

JP
The Economist - Beijing 32



Trump Abandons Trans-Pacific Partnership, Obama’s Signature Trade Deal
23 Jan 2017

The deal, which was to link a dozen nations from Canada and Chile to Australia and 
Japan in a complex web of trade rules, was sold as a way to permanently tie the 
United States to East Asia and create an economic bulwark against a rising China.

But some in both parties worry that China will move to fill the economic vacuum as 
America looks inward, and will expand its sway over Asia and beyond.

Peter Baker
The New York Times - NY 33



China’s troubling hold
12 Sept 2019

To date, more than 60 countries—2/3 of the world’s population—have signed on to 
projects or indicated an interest in doing so. The largest so far is the $68 billion 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, a collection of projects connecting China to 
Pakistan’s Gwadar Port on the Arabian Sea.  Several developing countries in need of 
new roads, railways, ports, and other infrastructure have welcomed BRI 
investments. For some countries that take on large amounts of debt to fund the 
necessary infrastructure, BRI money is seen as a potential poisoned chalice. BRI 
projects are built with low-interest loans as opposed to aid grants. Some BRI 
investments have required the use of Chinese firms and their bidding processes 
have lacked transparency. As a result, contractors have inflated costs, leading to 
canceled projects and political pushback.

Margaret Wise
The Fiji Times - Fiji 34
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South Korea military spending spikes, has North Korea worried
10 Sept 2019

South Korea and North Korea have continued to pour resources into modernizing 
their militaries despite a frenzy of diplomacy since 2018, creating a point of tension 
that has sharpened as talks have stalled. Of most immediate concern to North 
Korea, this year South Korea took delivery of the first of 40 land-based F-35A 
stealth aircraft from the US. With North Korea under tight international sanctions, 
the North cannot afford an arms race.

Aljazeera - Qatar 36



North Korea carried out super-large multiple rocket launcher test on Tuesday
10 Sept 2019

North Korea fired a new round of short-range projectiles on Tuesday, South Korean 
officials said, only hours after it signaled a new willingness to resume stalled 
denuclearization talks with the United States in late September. While analysts said 
North Korea conducts weapons tests for a range of purposes, including technical 
development and reassurance for the defense establishment, Tuesday’s launches 
appeared to have been timed to send a message to Washington, such as what may 
happen if the United States doesn’t come to talks with North Korea with realistic 
proposals.

Although U.S. President Donald Trump has played down previous tests this year, 
saying he did not believe short-range missiles violated any agreements, now-ousted 
national security adviser John Bolton had said even short-range launches by North 
Korea are banned under U.N. resolutions.

Joyce Lee
Reuters - UK 37



North Korean leader Kim Jong Un attends the testing of a super-large multiple 
rocket launcher in North Korea, in this undated photo released on September.

Korean Central News Agency – North Korea 38



The Kim regime: separating fact from fiction
20 Feb 2017

Fact No. 1: Kim Jong Un is not irrational. The Kim family have played a poor hand 
extremely well, defying international opinion, antagonizing allies and adversaries 
alike, and ignoring their chief benefactors. They have relentlessly pursued a 
narrowly defined national interest and shrugged off virtually every attempt to get 
them to change course or even compromise. Pyongyang has figured out how far it 
can go without prompting an overwhelming response. This is exceptional strategic 
thinking, not irrationality. When we call Kim irrational, we are really saying “we 
don’t understand his rationale.”

Brad Glosserman and Ralph A. Cossa
Japan Times, World Commentary 39
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Global Terrorism:  Threats to the Homeland?
10 Sept 2019

Many argue that “great power competition” is America’s main concern, and that 
the US needs to pivot away from protracted conflicts against the jihadists. The US 
has already shifted much of the burden to its allies. Going forward, a key question 
is: How will America’s allies continue to keep the jihadists at bay with even less 
external assistance? Even though the U.S. military’s footprint has been significantly 
reduced, America’s armed forces continue to strike terrorist targets in several 
countries.

Part of the story that is often overlooked is the U.S. government’s role in 
suppressing various emerging threats. The US military struck alleged al-Qaeda 
leaders in Syria twice this year, claiming that these unnamed individuals are 
“responsible for attacks threatening US citizens, our partners, and innocent 
civilians.” In recent years, the US has also taken out al-Qaeda operatives in 
Afghanistan and Yemen after intelligence officials learned they had a hand in anti-
American and transregional plans.

Thomas Joscelyn
Foundation for Defense of Democracies’ Long 
War Journal – Washington DC
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Global Terrorism:  Threats to the Homeland?
10 Sept 2019

The jihadists portray themselves as the guardians of Islam and its glorious past. 
They rely on a heavily mythologized view of history, justifying their violence by 
arguing that it is necessary to restore lost glory. To date, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi’s 
men have had far more success orchestrating professional plots in Europe than the 
US.  This has to do with ease of travel and other logistical issues. But continued 
pressure is necessary to ensure they do not exploit any holes in America’s defenses.

Thomas Joscelyn
Foundation for Defense of Democracies’ Long 
War Journal – Washington DC
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200TH Military Police Command
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Preserve Peace Through Strength/Prevent



Protect



Protect



Advance American 
Influence



It’s a thinking game
Listening is more important than talking
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People want to protect themselves a little bit:
Emotions, denial, and social movement nonparticipation
22 June 2006

Emotions can be a source of information and an impetus for social action, but the 
desire to avoid unpleasant emotions and the need for emotion management can 
also prevent social movement participation. Data from a rural Norwegian 
community describes how people avoided thinking about climate change in part 
because doing so raised fears of ontological security, emotions of helplessness and 
guilt, and was a threat to individual and collective senses of identity. My work 
describes the way in which holding information at a distance was an active strategy 
performed by individuals as part of emotion management.

Kari Marie Noorgard
Wiley Online 49



News Sources

• BBC

• Reuters

• Aljazeera

• NY Times

• The Fiji Times

• Japan Times

• Scientific American

• The Economist

• The Wall Street Journal
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“How to” advice

• Win Friends and Influence People

• Good to Great

• Making the Impossible Possible

• Switch

• Built to Last

• . . . . . .
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“What to” (more) important

• Take the time to figure this out
• Know your team
• Know the playing field
• Know the play book

• That’s just the beginning
• Think about it
• Talk about it
• Read about it

• Make a plan – most probable
• Revise
• Question
• Change?

• Start over
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Thank you for your time
Thank you for your dedication to our Nation
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