47 Guardsmen Graduate Reserve
Municipal Police Academy

ANSCOM AIR FORCE BASE,

Mass. — The Municipal Police

Training Committee (MPTC)
and the Massachusetts National Guard
celebrated the historic milestone of 47
Guardsmen graduating from a reserve
civilian police academy during a cer-
emony at the Joint Force Headquarters
here, Aug. 2, 2014.

This a significant event in the Massa-
chusetts National Guard’s Police Mission
Partnership Initiative (PMPI) that began
in 2012 to systematically improve its
domestic police support capability and
individual law enforcement career op-
portunities for its personnel.

The MPTGC, in partnership with the
Massachusetts National Guard, the
Worcester Police Department, and the
Massachusetts State Police, designed the
training to bridge the gap between the
training that military police and security
forces receive, with that of civilian police
departments.

The goal of this initiative is to combine
Army and Air Guard military police and
security forces personnel into a more
capable force package for augmenting
civilian police in domestic emergencies.
The program benefits the commonwealth
by leveraging the training and experi-
ence of military personnel. Many of the
instructors are dual career police profes-
sionals who concurrently serve the com-
monwealth as both civilian and military
police officers. Maj. Richard P. Cipro,
pilot reserve police academy director, is a
Worcester Police sergeant.

The initiative also gives Citizen Soldiers
and Airmen enhanced career opportuni-
ties to be hired as reserve officers by civil-
ian police departments. Civilian police
departments may now recruit and hire
from this pool of trained reserve police
officers without incurring the expense of
sending them to a police academy.

The reserve police officer certification
training was conducted during two-week
annual training periods and two drill
weekends as part of federally required
law enforcement skills recertification
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program for military police.

Natick Police Chief, James G. Hicks,
explained the significance from his per-
spective saying, “We need to hire good
people. Sometimes we don’t have the re-
sources to train them, so for me to have a
good person in front of me that’s already
trained is a goldmine,” Hicks said.

These Guardsmen may also be called
to duty by the governor to augment any
police department in need of assistance
during an emergency with virtually the
same training and equipment as the
agencies they are supporting.

Recently, more than 800 armed Na-
tional Guard Military Police and Secu-
rity Forces from Massachusetts, Rhode
Island and Maine assisted federal, state
and local law enforcement agencies in
eight cities and towns to keep the route
safe for runners as they hit the road for
the 2014 Boston Marathon.

Discussing the significance of the pro-
gram, Lt. Col. Sharon Costine, Division
Commander, Massachusetts State Police
said, “I just think it’s a great initiative
and speaking on behalf of Colonel Alben

Top: Graduates of the Reserve Municipal Police Academy
during their graduation ceremony at the Massachusetts
National Guard Joint Force Headquarters.

Bottom: From left, Brig. Gen. Francis M. McGinn, As-
sistant Adjutant General, (Army) Massachusetts National
Guard; Maj. Richard P. Cipro, Protection Cell Operations
Officer; Command Sgt. Maj. Carlos O. Ramos Rivera,
State Command Sergeant Major, Massachusetts National
Guard; Lt. Col. Sharon Costine, Division Commander,
Massachusetts State Police; Daniel R. Zivkovich, Execu-
tive Director, Municipal Police Training Committee; Chief,
James G. Hicks, Chief of Police, Natick Police Depart-
ment; Command Chief Master Sgt. Richard MacDonald,
State Command Chief Master Sergeant, Massachusetts
National Guard; Lt. Col. Brett Conaway, Provost Marshal,
Massachusetts National Guard; and Brig. Gen. Robert T.
Brooks, Commander, Massachusetts Air National Guard
during the Reserve Municipal Police Academy gradu-
ation ceremony at the Massachusetts National Guard
Joint Force Headquarters here, Aug. 2, 2014. (U.S. Army
National Guard photo by Sgt. 1st Class James C. Lally,
Massachusetts National Guard Public Affairs /Released)

we've been proud to help even in a small
way and we've worked hand-in-hand
with the National Guard during the
Boston Marathon and the July 4th cel-
ebration, so to be able to have that extra
layer of security for us is amazing.”

By Sgt. 1st Class James C. Lally, Massachu-
setts National Guard Public Affairs



